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Questions and Answers about the NRPLD Referendum
The NRPLD’s Library Board will ask taxpayers on the March 15 ballot 
to redirect funds from the expiring building bond to the operating fund. 

Why is a referendum needed?
Residents need a well maintained library building that meets health and safety requirements, as well as updated 
technology infrastructure and well-designed spaces for programs and services. The Library is asking taxpayers 
to redirect funds from the expiring building bond to support continuous improvements to the library building, 
technology, programs and services. 

When will the election for the referendum take place?
The election is on March 15, 2016.

Why is NRPLD asking for a referendum now?
Knowing the building bond would be paid off in 2015, the Library Board of Trustees and staff saw a relatively 
tax neutral way to redirect those bond funds to support continuous improvements to the Library.

How much will this cost?
If voters approve the proposition, there will be no additional cost but only a redirection of existing tax monies. 
The district will use the money now paid for the building bond (that will be paid off in 2015) to fund continuous 
future maintenance and repairs to library buildings, technology, programs and services. 

What will the cost be to a homeowner?
District residents in a $100K house are currently paying approximately $34.00 for the building bond that 
expired in 2015. If the proposition is approved, the cost to a homeowner will be tax neutral: 

Examples of the improvements that the redirected funds would pay for in the future:
- Roof replacement/repairs
- Plumbing & electrical improvements
- HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning) repairs
- Technology infrastructure improvements
- Carpet replacement
- Maintenance of parking lot
- Furniture for computer use
- AV systems for program areas
- Shelving to maximize library space
- Update security system
- Improved Internet bandwidth for Wi-Fi and public computer use
- Ongoing preventive maintenance 

2015:
An example of the amount now paid for building bond in taxes = $34.00

$100,000 house in Library District
$146.89 = Library Taxes*

(All NRPLD taxes paid for operations and the building bond.)

2017:
If voters approve the proposition, the approximate effect on tax payment = $31.66

$100,000 house in Library District
$140.55 = Library Taxes*

(Redirecting money is a tax neutral way to pay for library improvements.)
*Inflation, EAV, exemptions, changing home values and other factors may impact these numbers.
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Questions and Answers about the NRPLD Referendum (continued)
The NRPLD’s Library Board will ask taxpayers on the March 15 ballot 
to redirect funds from the expiring building bond to the operating fund. 

What will the ballot question look like? 
The wording on the ballot comes from Illinois statues which dictate how the proposition on the election 
ballot must read. No mention can be made that the building bond is being paid off, so this must be explained 
to the voters. 

Who uses the North Riverside Public Library?
Over 100,000 visitors come to the NRPL each year to check out materials. Patrons come in person to use 
public computers and wireless internet, to attend story hour programs, reading clubs, and continuing education 
activities. Some patrons never come to the library; instead their materials are taken to their home by library 
staff as part of the homebound delivery service. Many more people visit the library online and use eBooks, 
eMagazines and online reference databases, which are selected by staff at the Library.

I don’t use the library, how will I benefit?
The quality of the library, schools, parks and village services influence the overall quality of life in 
a community and the market value of property and homes.

Where can I get more information on this project?
- Information on the referendum is available online at www.northriversidelibrary.org.
- Informational handouts will be available at all Library service desks.
- You can contact Ted Bodewes, Library Director at 708-447-0869.

PROPOSITION TO INCREASE THE EXTENSION LIMITATION 
(INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Mark a cross (X) in the space opposite the word indicating the way you desire to vote.)

Shall the extension limitation under 
the Property Tax Extension Limitation 
Law for the North Riverside Public 
Library District, Cook County, Illinois, 
be increased from the lesser of 5% or 
the percentage increase in the 
Consumer Price Index over the prior 
levy year to 29% for the 2016 levy year? 

YES

NO

For the 2016 levy year the approximate amount of 
the additional tax extendable against property 
containing a single family residence and having a 
fair market value at the time of the referendum of 
$100,000 is estimated to be $31.66. 
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