
From the Board President

North Riverside Public Library  www.northriversidelibrary.org      Spring 2016

Annette Corgiat, Board President 

District residents in a $200,000 home currently are paying 
approximately $68.00 for the building bond that expired in 2015. 
The Library is asking taxpayers to redirect these funds to support 
continuous improvements to the library building, technology, programs 
and services. This relatively tax-neutral solution will allow the District 
to place funds in reserve for expected maintenance including roof 
replacement, plumbing and electrical improvements, HVAC upgrades 
and infrastructure maintenance. 

In a recent community survey, an overwhelming majority of residents 
say they are very satisifed with their overall library experience, with 
nearly 90% agreeing that the Library improves the quality of life within 
North Riverside. The ongoing maintenance of the library building is an 
important component of the Library’s current strategic plan. 

I was on the board when we reached out to residents for their support 
to pass a referendum to build a brand new facility 15 years ago. 
We achieved our goal and it has proven to be a significant asset to 
North Riverside and a point of pride for our community. Maintenance 
will now be the issue for the next 20 years. I want to assure the 
residents that we are a frugal board that maintains a clean budget and 
balances in the black every year. This referendum is an important 
investment in the future of our Library and our community. As always, 
the Library Board of Trustees invites any questions from our residents. 

In December of this year, the Library District made the final payment to repay the $2.95 million 
bond that was approved by voters in 1996 to finance the current library building. This beautiful 
facility has served our residents for 15 years, allowing the Library to provide materials, programs 
and services to residents of all ages. 

Earlier this year, the Library Board of Trustees commissioned a study to review the state of the 
building and determine a financially prudent course of action for maintaining it over the next 
20 years and beyond. North Riverside residents need a well maintained library building that meets 
health and safety requirements as well as updated technology, infrastructure and well-designed 
program and service spaces. In the approaching decades, the building will require necessary 
improvements and repairs. In order to preserve the community’s investment in the Library, it is 
necessary to begin planning for these inevitable repairs and replacements.

On the March 15th ballot, the Library Board is asking taxpayers to increase the extension 
limitation for the District to an amount comparable to the expiring building bond. 
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Director’s News

NRPLD currently has a building bond that was paid off in December 2015. This $2.95 million 
building bond originally paid for the current library building. The NRPLD’s Library Board has 
decided to ask taxpayers on the March 15 ballot to redirect funds from the expiring building 
bond to the operating fund. This redirection would allow for continuous improvements 
to library technology, services, programs, and facilities. 

2016 Voter Information
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Questions & Answers

WHY is a referendum needed? 
Residents need a well maintained library building that meets health and safety requirements, 
as well as updated technology infrastructure and well-designed spaces for programs and services.  
Examples of the improvements that the redirected funds would pay for in the future include:
-Roof replacement/repairs
-Plumbing & electrical improvements
-HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, 
  Air Conditioning) repairs
-Technology infrastructure improvements
-Carpet replacement
-Maintenance of parking lot

-Furniture for computer use
-AV systems for program areas
-Shelves to maximize library space
-Update security system
-Improved Internet bandwidth for Wi-Fi 
 and public computer use
-Ongoing preventive maintenace  

When will the election for the referendum take place?
The election is on March 15, 2016.

Who uses the North Riverside Public Library?
Over 100,000 visitors come to the NRPL each year to check out materials. Patrons come in person 
to use public computers and wireless Internet, to attend story hour programs, reading clubs, and 
continuing education activities. Some patrons never visit; instead their materials are taken to their 
home by Library staff as part of the homebound delivery service. Many more people visit the Library 
online and use eBooks, eMagazines and online reference databases, which are selected by staff at 
the Library.

I don’t use the Library, how will I benefit?
The quality of the library, schools, parks and village services influence the overall quality of life in a 
community and the market value of property and homes. 

Where can I get more information on this project?
-Information on the referendum is available online at www.northriversidelibrary.org.
-Informational handouts will be available at all Library service desks.
-You can contact Ted Bodewes, Library Director at 708-447-0869. 



How much will this cost?
If the voters approve the proposition, there will be no additional cost but only a redirection of 
existing tax monies. The district will use the money to fund continuous future maintenance and 
repairs to library buildings, technology, programs and services. 

What will the cost be to a homeowner?
District residents in a $100K house are currently paying approximately $34.00 for the building bond 
that expired in 2015. If the proposition is approved, the cost to a homeowner will be tax neutral: 
(see diagram below)

Questions & Answers
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What will the ballot question look like? 
The wording on the ballot comes from Illinois statues which dictate how the proposition on the 
election ballot must read. No mention can be made that the building bond is paid off, so this must 
be explained to the voters.



Adult Programs
Registration is requested for Adult Programs (except for the film screenings).  Stop by the Library to sign 
up or give us a call at (708) 447-0869 or sign up on our website at www.northriversidelibrary.org/events.  

If you need an accommodation for a disability, please contact us a week before the program. 

THE GREAT CHICAGO FIRE
Wednesday, March 16 – 6:30 p.m.

It started in a barn and two days later, nearly destroyed a city. 
Author and storyteller William pack presents firsthand accounts of terror 

and excitement from those who lived through the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, 
and reveals the true story of the fire in a multi-media storytelling event. 
William Pack is the author of the book, The Essential Great Chicago Fire.

Social Security: 
Your Questions Answered

Wednesday, April 27 – 6:30 p.m.
Learn ways to maximize Social Security benefit amounts for you and 
your spouse based on age, life expectancy, employment and needs. 
Presented by financial advisor Margaret Connolly of Edward Jones 

in North Riverside. This program is being presented as part of Money 
Smart Week, a national initiative between the American Library 
Association and the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago to provide 

financial literacy programming to help members of the community 
better manage their personal finances. For a list of events & activities, 

visit www.moneysmartweek.org and click “Find Events.” 
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Film: Symphony of the Soil
Sunday, April 3 at 1:30 p.m.

“Symphony of the Soil” (2012, 103 min., Not Rated.) is a documentary that 
examines our human relationship with soil, the use and misues of soil in 

agriculture, deforestation and development, and the latest scientific research 
on soil’s key role in ameliorating the most challenging environmental issues 

of our time. Presented by West Cook Wild Ones, a not-for-profit 
environmental education and advocacy organization.

Lady T. and Her Jazz Combo
Wednesday, April 13 at 6:30 p.m.

North Riverside’s own Lady T. (i.e., Toscanellie Marcelain) 
and her jazz combo return to play songs and standards, 

including ones from Lady T.’s CDs. Musicians include Jim Pierce 
on guitar and Dan Delorenzo on bass. 

Presented in honor of National Jazz Appreciation Month. 



WEDNESDAY 
MOVIE MATINEE

March 2: Suffragette 
(2015), 107 min., 
Rated PG-13.
Inspired by true events, 
this moving drama explores 
the passion and heartbreak 
of the women who risked 
everything in their fight 
for equality in early 20th 

century Britain. The story centers on Maud 
(Carey Mulligan), a working wife and moth-
er whose life is forever changed when she is 
secretly recruited to join the U.K.’s growing 
suffragette movement. Galvanized by the 
outlaw fugitive Emmeline Pankhurst, Maud 
becomes an activist for the cause alongside 
women from all walks of life. Presented in 
honor of Women’s History Month. 

April 6:  The Maltese 
Falcon (1941), 100 min., 
Not Rated. 
After the death of his 
partner, San Francisco 
private eye Sam Spade 
(Humphrey Bogart) is 
dragged into a quest for a 

priceless statuette. He encounters a gallery 
of high-living lowlifes who will stop at nothing 
to get their hands on the jewel-encrusted 
falcon. Presented as part of The Big Read.

May 4: Beyond the Sea 
(2004), 118 min., 
Rated PG-13. 
One of America’s greatest 
performers, Bobby Darin 
(Kevin Spacey) worked his 
way from shady nightclubs 
to his dream destination, 

the Copacabana,where he wowed the crowds 
with his songs. He was a marvel at singing, 
songwriting and performing--stealing the 
hearts of fans everywhere despite the 
suffering in his own heart.

OLD TIME RADIO AND 
THE GREAT AMERICAN 

SONGBOOK
Wednesday, May 18 – 6:30 p.m.

This one hour presentation by Steve Darnall, 
host of “Those Were the Days” on WDCB, 
examines how radio helped to give birth to 
the “Great American Songbook.” 
Featuring clips from some of the greatest 
songwriters of the 20th century as they were 
heard on radio--including Irving Berlin, 
Cole Porter, Johnny Mercer and a rare 1934 
performance by George Gershwin! 
Refreshments will be provided.
This program is being presented as part of 
Celebrating Seniors Week, in which community 
organizations, agencies and businesses partner 
together to creat events to educate and entertain 
older adults, as well as keep them active. 
Senior Resource Guides listing all of the 
events will be available. 

HERB GARDENING
Wednesday, May 25 – 6:30 p.m.

Throughout human history, herbs have been 
used as flavorings, medicines, decorations, 
scents and protective garden plants. 
Herbs delight the senses whether you choose 
to cook or craft with them or just enjoy them 
as fine fragrant flora. Learn about herb 
gardening from Master Gardener Lorey Ford 
from the University of Illinois Extension, 
Master Gardener Speakers Bureau. 
Presented in 
partnership 
with the North 
Riverside Garden 
Club, who will 
provide 
refreshments. 

Join us this Spring for a movie on the 
first Wednesday of each month 

at 2:00 p.m. Drop-in only. 
Refreshments are provided. 

Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
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Children & Teens
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Register by calling (708) 447-0869, or online at www.northriversidelibrary.org, 
or at the YS Help Desk.

Messy Mornings for Munchkins 
For ages 2 and up with an adult. Enjoy short, 
active stories and messy fun in this very hands-on 
program! Space is limited; priority will be given 
to North Riverside residents. Tuesdays at 10:30 
a.m.:  March 8, 15, 22; April 12, 19, 26; May 10. 

Lapsit Storytime
For babies and toddlers with an adult. Songs, 
simple stories, finger play, rhythm sticks and group 
play. Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.:  
March 3, 10, 17, 24; April 7, 14, 21, 28; 
May 4 (Wednesday)*, 12. 
*change due to Senior Fair at NR Village on 5/5

Pajama Storytime 
For children of all ages with an adult. 
Meets at the fireplace on the main floor. 
At 6:30 p.m. on: Wednesday, March 9; 
Monday, April 4; Wednesday, May 11. 

Tales & Treats
For ages 2 through 5.  
Snack along to fun stories, 
then make a craft to take 
home! Saturdays at 
10:30 a.m.: 
March 12, 26; April 9, 23; May 14. 

Storytimes

Kids in Motion
Jump! Shout!  Let it all out! Kids ages 2 – 5 and 
their parent/caregiver will move to the groove in 
this fun, active program. Registration is requested. 
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.: 
March 1; April 5; May 3.

Creative Critters 
For age 7 and up. Ages 5 and 6 may attend WITH 
an adult. Make fun and cool crafts for spring! 
Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.: 
March 5; April 2; May 7.

Drop-In Open Play
For ages 2 & up with an adult. 
No registration required. 
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m.: 
March 29; May 24
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.: 
March 31; May 26

NEW! Family Bingo
North Riverside residents age 3 and older. 
Children under 7 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Bring the whole family for an hour of clas-
sic fun! All ages are invited to play, and 
prizes will be awarded to the lucky winners! 
Saturdays from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.: 
March 19, April 16, 
May 21.

Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss! 
Ages 2 and up with an adult. 
Celebrate the wonderful world 
of Seuss! Stories, party games 

and Seuss-y snacks! 
Please register; space is 

limited and residents 
will have priority. 

Wednesday, March 9 
at 10:30 a.m.

NEW TIME & DAY! LEGOs Club
For 1st grade and older. This popular program now 
meets weekly! Use the library’s LEGOs and see 
where your imagination leads you! Please DO NOT 
bring your own LEGOs! 
Thursdays from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; April 7, 14, 21, 28; 
May 5, 12, 19, 26. 

Book-A-Buddy
For 1st and 2nd grade. Need some extra practice 
reading aloud, or with your math flashcards? 
Schedule a 30-minute session 
with a “buddy”-- a volunteer 
or a staff member. 
See the YS Help Desk 
to pick up a scheduling 
request form. 
North Riverside residents 
by appointment only.
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Register by calling (708) 447-0869, or online at www.northriversidelibrary.org, 
or at the YS Help Desk.

Teens/Tweens
6th through 12th grade

Teen Tech Week Giveaway: 
March 6 - 12
Two ways to win: email your book or movie 
review for the teen page of the library website, 
or submit photos for the Instagram account. 
Do either or both, and you’ll win! Send your 
stuff to Ms. Britney at youth_services_dept@
northriversidelibrary.org by March 12. North 
Riverside 6th to 12th graders only. Sunday, 
March 6 through Saturday, March 12. 

Gaming Club
For 6th grade through 12th grade. 
Play popular console games, eat pizza, hang 
out. If you’re under 13, you’ll need to bring 
your signed Parent Permission form to play 
any M-rated games. (T and E10 game options 
at each session.) 
See the Teen page at 
www.northriversidelibrary.org/teens 
or stop by the YS Help Desk to get the form.  
Saturdays from 1 to 3 p.m.:  March 12; 
April 9; May 14. 

Poetry Month Giveaway: 
April 1 - April 30 
Poetically rearrange the word blurbs and 
images on the Young Adult poster, snap & send 
a photo of your masterpiece to Ms. Britney at 
youth_services_dept@northriversideli-
brary.org and you’ll win! And you thought you 
didn’t like poetry....North Riverside 6th to 12th 
graders only. Friday, April 1 through Satur-
day, April 30.

Candy Sushi 
For 6th grade through 12th grade. All sorts 
of sweet & colorful stuff to work with, plus 
expert guidance from Ms. Britney. Prizes will be 
awarded for superior faux-sushi achievement!
Friday, April 15 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Summer Reading 2016
This summer, get On Your Mark, Get Set...Read! 

Reading prizes, raffles, activities & crafts, 
great evening entertainment for the 

whole family. You’ll have a blast while 
keeping your reading skills sharp! 

Sign up starts Wednesday, June 1. 
For North Riverside residents up to age 18, 

and non-resident Komarek students. 

Poetry Month Poetry Hunt
For kids in preschool through fifth grade. 
Starting April 1, find the poetry hiding all around 
the children’s area. Pick up a 
Poetry Month Hunt form at the 
YS Help Desk, and start 
searching! If you can find 
most of it, you will win a prize. 
North Riverside residents only.
Friday, April 1 through 
Saturday, April 30. 

Read to a Dog
If you like to read, you’ll love reading to a dog! 
Gentle, book-loving dogs from the PAWsitive 
Therapy Troupe will be ready and waiting to hear 
stories from you. Must be an independent read-
er; one reader to a dog. 
Sign up for up to three 
15-minute slots. 
Preregistration is a must, 
either online or at the 
YS Help Desk. 
Wednesday, April 20 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

RBHS Finals Study & Snacks 
For high school students.  
Enjoy beverages and snacks  
while you take a break from 
studying for finals. In the main 
floor meeting room, right next to 
the Young Adult area.
Monday, May 23 and Tuesday,   
May 24 from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.



Display Case Collections
Thank you for sharing your collections! 

If you have a collection you’d like to display, 
see the YS Help Desk to reserve a month.

December: Noah Connerty - Superheroes  
January: Paige Beggs - Pokemon I

February: Connor Beggs - Pokemon II

Tween / Teen 
Year-Round Volunteering 

6th through 12th grade
Looking for community service hours?  
We can help! See the YS Help Desk 

for more information about our 
year-round volunteering opportunities, 

including the popular Adopt-A-Shelf 
program. You can even join our 

Teen Advisory Board, 
and help choose and run 

teen/tween programming. 
(Leadership roles look great on your 

college and job applications!)

Summer Tween/Teen 
(6th-12th) Volunteers

Summer means tons of opportunities 
to earn community service 

hours in fun ways. 
Stop by the YS Help Desk 

starting April 1 for an application. 
Training sessions will start in May.  

Junior Volunteers: 4th & 5th grade
Junior Volunteers (North Riverside 

residents in 4th or 5th grade) are welcome! 
Opportunities include: 
cleaning board books, 

checking books for damage, 
straightening shelves, 

refreshing shelf-end displays, 
writing book reviews for the 
library’s website and more! 
Visit the YS Help Desk for a 

Junior Volunteer application. 

BOOK CLUB
March 8: Go Set A Watchman 
by Harper Lee
Twenty years after the trial of 
Tom Robinson, Scout returns 
home to Maycomb to visit her 
father and struggles with per-
sonal and political issues as her 
small Alabama town adjusts to 
the turbulent events beginning 
to transform the United States 
in the mid-1950s. 

April 12: The Maltese Falcon 
by Dashiell Hammett
A murder investigation requires 
Detective Sam Spade--a man 
of few words who displays little 
emotion but possesses his own 
strict code of ethics--to become 
involved in a dangerous search 
for a valuable statue.

May 10: The Oregon Trail 
by Rinker Buck
Recounts the author’s 
two-thousand-mile trip on the 
Oregon Trail the old-fashioned 
way, in a covered wagon with a 
team of mules, and discusses 
the rich history of the trail, 
the people who made the 
migration, and its significance 
to the United States.

Join us this Spring for a book discussion 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. Refreshments will be provided.

THE BIG READ 
IS BACK!

We are once again 
participating in The Big 
Read in partnership with 

the Columbia College Chicago Library, which 
received a grant from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. The book chosen for this 

year’s program is the classic detective novel, 
The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett. You 

may pick up a free copy of the book and a 
reader’s guide at the Circulation Desk. 

For more information, visit www.neabigread.org. 
The Big Read is a program of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. 
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Friends of the Library

Friends of the Library
Spring Book Sale

The North Riverside Friends of the Library are 
having our Spring Book sale on April 21, 22, 23, 
and 24th of this year. Please mark your calendars 
for our semi-annual used book sale. 

Reminder: a membership in the FOL lets you 
enter the book sale before the general public. 

April Book Sale Dates
April 21, Thursday Evening
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for FOL Members 

April 22, Friday
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
(FOL Members can enter at 9:30 a.m.)

April 23, Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

April 24, Sunday
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Bag of Books Sale!

Bargains Galore!!!

The North Riverside Friends of the Library is a non-profit organization of volunteers who help promote 
use of the North Riverside Public Library, furnish equipment and materials that are beyond the 

Library’s budget, and bring opportunities for cultural enrichment to area residents.

Notes from 
the Friends

Memberships! Not too late to sign up for a 
membership. The money raised by the Friends 
through the annual September membership 
drive also helps support the Library in purchasing 
equipment and sponsoring programs. Again this 
year we have had over 100 members sign up for 
memberships. Thank you FOL Members for your 
generous response to our 2015/2016 membership 
drive. Membership applications can be found on 
the bulletin board near the entrance. 

Volunteer! Our book sales are our biggest 
fundraisers and we’re always looking for help 
sorting books and working at the sales.

Join us! Our meetings are open to all. 
Come and give your input. Meetings are held on 
Wednesdays in designated months at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Library and all are welcome. Check the 
posted schedule on the notice board near the 
main entrance door for exact dates.

Patronize our Perpetual Book Sale! 
Check out our book sale area in the Library. 
Turn left just before the stained glass window 
and you will find bargain books all year long. 
There is also new lettering on the wall above 
our sale table that is easily visible when entering 
the Library. 

REMINDER: Donations of books for our 
book sales can be dropped off at the library 
at any time. We appreciate your donations! 
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Thankyou
The Friends of the Library sincerely 

thank the community for their continued 
support of our fundraising activities. 

Memberships and support of our book sales 
allow us to keep doing this important work 

for the Library and our patrons.



Library Foundation

Congratulations to North Riverside resident, 
Kathy Bonnar, the winner of the 

North Riverside Library Foundation iPad 
raffle. Thank you to everyone who 

participated in this fundraiser. 
The funds raised from this event 

will support the Library’s ability to provide 
Zinio software to our patrons. If you haven’t 

used Zinio yet, you’re missing a huge 
opportunity to access many popular 

magazines electronically. With the use of a 
tablet or smartphone, reading magazines has 

never been so easy. It’s a free service that 
you can take with you anywhere. Save money 
and save a few trees. Check out Zinio today! 

The Foundation is in the midst of planning 
one of our signature events, 

Brushes and Bites on Saturday, May 14th. 
Tap into your inner Van Gogh, by painting 
your own masterpiece. An instructor will 

provide guidance to help you create a work 
of art. The evening will also include a delicious 

dinner that shouldn’t be missed. 
Additional information and tickets 

will be available soon. 
We hope you will consider 
joining us in this event!
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Please support our sponsors

Join our sponsors and advertise here! For more information about newsletter 
sponsorship and support opportunities, please contact 

Ted Bodewes at 477-0869
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Library Spring Hours
Monday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Friday   10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday  10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Sunday       12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

(from Labor Day to Memorial Day)

Holiday Closings
Good Friday (March 25)

Easter Sunday (March 27)
Memorial Day (May 30)

Any questions call us at (708) 447-0869

Board Meetings
The Board of Trustees of the North Riverside 
Public Library District invites you to attend its 
meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month 
starting at 7:30 pm.
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